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there’s no doubting the future of home design is going 
to be geared towards spending time at home.

From working from home

COVID-19 is expected to have a lasting effect on nearly every industry in 

Australia, and home design is no different. While we are by no means through 

this crisis, we’re already beginning to see a number of design trends emerge in 

response to the lifestyle changes we’ve had to make in 2020.

to new-and-improved kitchens, 
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Home offices will be given  
more attention 

One of the key changes to come out this time is the ability to work from 
home. We have no doubt this phenomenon is here to stay for many, but 
dining tables aren’t the ideal working space, so home offices are set to 
receive more attention in the homes of the future. 

Gone are the days of adding a work nook to the main living space – we 
expect to see quiet rooms with ergonomic furniture and lots of natural 
light become more popular. Not only would these spaces offer extra 
space for the working day, but it also makes drawing the line between 
the working day and leisure time easier. All work can be left in the 
home office once the day is done, allowing everyone to enjoy family 
time. There’s also potential to ‘tech’ up this room, introducing blackout 
curtains, additional electrical sources (including USB plugs) and noise 
cancellation. 

Play areas will be separate    
from main living rooms

With everyone at home, it’s become more important than ever to have 
enough space for both adults and kids. Rumpus rooms, separate to the 
main living room, are just one way to do this, giving the kids an area to 
play while parents relax in peace. 

These rooms can then become multi-purpose in their own right – the 
kids’ space could house an area for schoolwork, while the separate 
living room can be used for entertaining.
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Access to private outdoor space has become more important 
than ever, as our desire to connect to nature and fresh air only 
continues to grow. Whether it’s a rooftop terrace, patio area 
or pool, the need for outdoor recreation at home will be key 
in homes of the future. In some cases, the exterior will start to 
creep into traditionally interior spaces. Possibilities range from 
bedrooms with private patios to indoor/outdoor kitchens, 
where benchtops would continue into a covered alfresco area, 
with its own basins and appliances. 

Creating outdoor spaces for regular exercise will also 
becoming increasingly important for some, especially after 
the initial stages of pandemic recovery when gyms remained 
closed. Therefore, flat and soft surfaces and storage for 
equipment could become a mainstay of many gardens and 
outdoor areas.

   Bathrooms willDouble 
No longer will just one bathroom for the entire family do – the new 
normal requires multiple wet areas. We expect to see the minimum 
number of bathrooms jump to two, providing more opportunities for 
privacy for each member of the family. 

Depending on the size of the home, this may extend to two publicly 
available spaces on top of an en-suite, so guests don’t need to walk 
through private spaces to use the facilities. 

3

4 Outdoor living will 
become more important

The garden will also become 
more important, as many 
look to become more self-
sufficient, growing herbs, 
fruit and vegetables. This will 
reduce their reliance on the 
supermarket and only serve to 
strengthen their connection to 
the great outdoors. 
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Multi-purpose will be the defining feature of homes of 
the future, with adaptable spaces prioritised over fixed 
areas. This builds on the idea of open-plan but takes it 
one step further, with the installation of design features 
that create a sense of versatility, allowing you to change 
the space to suit your needs immediately. This means 
taking a space from open-plan to zoned, or vice versa, 
with just the push of a button or pull of a door. 

Home offices can be closed off during the day, before 
becoming part of the larger living area at night, or kids’ 
play areas could be transformed into home gyms after 
they’ve gone to bed. 

Air quality has been thrust into the spotlight 
off the back of the pandemic, shooting 
to the top of many homeowners’ ‘must-
have’ list. As a result, air purification or 
ventilation systems, which take in outside 
air, recondition it and supply it as fresh air, 
will become increasingly popular. Some 
mechanical systems can also rid the outside 
air of harmful particles, ensuring residents 
aren’t exposed to anything untoward. 
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Air quality will become king

Versatility will be 
embraced

Adjustable walls and 
screens can also transform 
open-plan living areas 
into more intimate spaces, 
depending on how many 
people you’re entertaining, 
or the feel you’re trying to 
create. 
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Kitchens will be the 
most important room

The kitchen has always been the heart of the home, 
but its importance has only been compounded over 
this period as the option of eating out disappeared. 
Now back in constant use, kitchens are set to 
become more spacious, with an emphasis on food 
storage – after all, with everyone eating at home, the 
groceries seem to build up more than ever! 

The art of cooking has also had a resurgence over 
this time, with many taking time to improving their 
culinary skills and baking expertise. With this comes 
a desire to expand the selection of appliances, as 
well as the need for plenty of prep space. The move 
towards hands-free kitchens will also be increasingly 
high tech, with smart kitchen design features such as 
voice-activated lights, faucets and appliances. 

Finally, with home entertaining becoming more 
prevalent, the kitchen will be built as a social space, 
with plenty of room to entertain. Design features 
like butler’s pantries will serve many purposes, 
acting as a spot for storage, hiding away mess 
when entertaining and housing many of those 
specific appliances that take you from amateur to 
Masterchef. 

Separate entryways 
will keep things 
contained
In order to maintain a sense of 
cleanliness, a separate entryway is going 
to become a common feature of many 
homes. These spaces, distinct from the 
rest of the home, offer residents and 
guests a spot to remove their shoes, hang 
their jackets and bags, and sanitise their 
hands before venturing into the rest of 
the home. 

This approach could act as a last defence 
against any unwelcome germs, while 
also reducing the risk of contamination 
through materials.
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The Future of 
Home Design after  

COVID-19

If you’re interested in learning more about the future of  

home design after COVID-19,  

get in touch with the Gold Coast’s leading luxury home builder,  

McGowan Homes, today.

      

Call Christine McGowan   1300 880 527 

  info@mcgowanhomes.com.au 

  Gold Coast QLD

https://www.mcgowanhomes.com.au/contact/
https://www.mcgowanhomes.com.au/contact/
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